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Chilean Regime Moves to improve its Image 
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President Pinochet has announced 
plant to return tha country to civilian rule 
by IMS. Hla blueprint for a return to 
“normalcy,” and recent report* that he 1* 
considering restricting the power of the 
not or! out National Intelligence Direc- 
torate suggest that Pinochet ha* become 
convinced that ft b time for a new image. 
There wit! be little change, however. In the 
pretent operation of the government. 

Pinochet's suggested schedule for tha 
return to civilian rule call* for the a- 
tabllshmenl In !9SQ of an appointed single 
legislative chamber that will rula Jointly 
with the armed forces for four or five 
yean. In 19! 5 limited popular elections 
would be held to choose two-thirds of tha 
delegates (o . legislative assembly that 
would then appoint . new president. 
Pinochet warned that the entire plan 
depends on continued signs of 
“reeuperalioo” from the Aiieodc yean. If 
the announced time frame Is followed, 
Chile will be on a course of scheduled con- 
stitutional changes similar to plana an- 
nounced by the military governments 
Of Bolivia and Peru. 

I Pinochet has been under considerable 
pressure to do something about Chile's 
human rights Imaga. Complaints by other 
members of the Junta a nd the military ser- 
vices about the regime's vulnerability on 
the rights issue and about the power of the 
National Intelligence Directorate have ln- 
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creased in recent months. Many senior of- 
ficers ^m^Bhsvc told Pin-ichet that 
subversion is under control urd that 'he 
state of siege should be lifted and the !•“» 
directorate's srrest power terminated. 

The results of a surprise visit by 
Supreme Court President Eyxagulrre last 
month to a detention center operated by 
the directorate may have been a factor In 
Pinochet's decision to announce the 
planned constitutional change. The court 
president reported hi* discovery of severe- 
ly abused prisoner* to Pinochet and (aid 
he was going to order the court to in- 
vestigate the directorate’s activities, 
Eyiagulrre tent copies of hi* report to the 
other Junta member*— the navy and air 
fate* chief* — who have long advocated a 
move toward civilian rule. 

Pinochet'* outlook continue* to b* 
heavily indue need by the chaos of the 
Allendc yean and he probably believes It 
is premature to curtail the Intelligence 
directorate. He also clearly wants to pul 
off a return to civilian rule aa long as 
possible. The fact ths'. Hitkat nor- 
malisation will be supervised closely by 
the armed forces probably increased his 
willingness to make the election an- 
nouncement. A n added Inducement, of 
course. It the announcement'! « peered 
beneftdal effect* a n the government's 
popakr support a* well « It* human 
rights Image. 
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